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Dear families,

We hope that you and your family continue to enjoy the summer break. We are really looking
forward to welcoming students back to Sheffield Park Academy from Thursday 3 September
onwards.

Some VERY exciting things have been happening to our school building over the summer, and we
are excited to share some ‘sneak peeks’ with you in this email today!

Our Academy Character Values are due to be put up on the front of our school building this week
too - a really important step in us embedding a strong sense of character at SPA: Community,
Ambition, Respect and Endurance.

Kind Regards,
Rob Watson

GCSE Results Summer 2026

e | am pleased to report that our GSCE headline figures have all increased this summer
compared to last year

e This means, more students gained their grade 4, grade 5, or grade 7 and above in English and
maths than in previous years, which is good news

e Our average grade across all subjects also increased - our average grade for GCSE students
hit the highest it has in 5 years this summer, which is great news for Year 11 students

e If there are any leaving Year 11s who still would like to come to our VI Form, but haven't
yet confirmed, Year 11 leavers can e-mail, call, or visit main reception any time - we are
here to help! We have had a number of Year 11 leavers so far change their mind and
decide to now remain with us instead of going to another VI Form.

e Some great news stories about SPA students on GCSE results day below:

Sheffield Park Academy Celebrates GCSE Results
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VI Form Results Summer 2026

e We achieved our best ever Sixth Form results this summer -
congratulations to all students, parents, and staff involved in
this

e Our Vocational Subjects scored a very high set of results:

o Average grade of 'Distinction’
o 76% of Year 13s gained a Distinction or Distinction* in their
results

e Our A-Levels were our best EVER:

o 20% of Year 13s gained an A* or A grade

o We have a strong 'positive' Value Added score for A-Levels:
meaning students now, on average, meet or exceed their A-
Level target grades in all subjects

A-Level Results Day Celebrations for Sheffield South East VI Form

Exciting Changes to the School Building!

e 4 of our IT rooms are having a full revamp - new desks, chairs etc. - giving our students really great
facilities in our classrooms.

e Decoration of our large glass atrium area - these are now COMPLETE and ready for September!

e Our new Character Values of Community, Ambition, Respect, and Endurance will appear on the
front of the school by September.

e We have some new, more comfortable sofas for parents and families to use in our reception area
when you visit -it is important families feel welcome in our reception area.

e Building work will have started on our 6-classroom extension, additional dining room, and double-
sized student toilet block. This does mean a few new routines and the moving of the student toilet
block for next year, but this will lead to excellent facilities for students from September 2027.
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Return Dates and Times for September

Date and return times for students are as follows:
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Thursday 3 September 2026

Year 7 - arrive from 8.00am and on yard by
8.35am latest

Year 8 - school closed
Year 9 - school closed
Year 10 - school closed

Year 11 - arrive from 8.00am and on yard by
8.35am latest

Year 12 - arrive from 9.30am, by 10.00am
latest

Year 13 - VI Form closed to Year 13

Friday 4 September 2026

Year 7 - arrive from 8.00am and on yard by 8.35am
latest

Year 8 - arrive from 9.15am, by 9.45am latest on
yard

Year 9 - arrive from 8.45am, by 9.10am latest on
yard

Year 10 - arrive from 8.00am and on yard by
8.35am latest

Year 11 - arrive from 8.00am and on yard by
8.35am latest

Year 12 - arrive from 11.30am, by 12.00pm latest

Year 13 - arrive from 11.30am, by 12.00pm latest

Arbor App - Key Information for Parents and Students

We advise all parents/carers to download the school’s Arbor App.

Here you will find -

e Your child’s timetable.

e Key messages about your child and the whole school.

e Behaviour and attendance records for your child.

Click here to download - The Arbor App

Equipment For Students

e In order that your child starts the academic year in the best possible way,
we will be providing every student in Years 7 to 11 with a full equipment
pack, which includes: transparent pencil case, pencil, black pen, blue
pen, green pen, ruler, whiteboard pen, and whiteboard eraser.

e Your child must also bring a school bag to school everyday — this must be able to fit A4

school books in.

e Your child is welcome to bring their own equipment as well, if they wish. If they have and

bring their own school pencil, that is perfectly fine.
e Over the course of the academic year, equipment checks will be a key feature of the

academy day.

e |t is crucial that your child brings all the equipment listed above to school every day, every

lesson.
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e Failure to bring this equipment will put your child at a disadvantage with their learning.

e Your child will be given and new student planner for 26-27. If they lose this, the cost to
replace is £5.

e Equipment information can be found here on our website: Sheffield Park Academy >

Information > Uniform

e We ask families to check their child has 100% correct equipment before they leave home
each day.

Uniform and Expectations

e Students in Years 7 - Year 11 are to wear a professional and smart Sheffield Park Academy
uniform.

e Our uniform rules are not changing for September 2026.

e Please make sure your child brings their lanyard with them to wear every day - this is an
important part of our school.

e |n recent weeks you may be aware we have re-affirmed our academy uniform rules to ensure
all students wear their uniform with pride and in a professional manner.

e Please note that our rules on uniform will follow the policy and guides in place on our
website — of particular note are the need for all students to wear black, polishable, leather
formal school shoes (not trainers or pumps), and that skirts must be knee-length, not ‘skin
tight’, not ‘body-con’ style.

e Short skirts are not permitted.

e Students should wear the coloured striped ties they wore last year.

e We ask families to check their child has 100% correct uniform before they leave home each
day.

Find out more about our full Academy Uniform Policy here - Sheffield Park Academy >

Information > Uniform

Personal Appearance
Some key reminders about this -

e We ask you to be careful about if your child has ear piercings over the summer break, for
example - hooped earrings are not permitted at SPA, so an earring should be a single plain
stud.

e Hair must be appropriate for an educational setting. E.g. no extreme hairstyle, no unnatural
hair colours, no headbands, no bandanas no do-rags or accessories.

e No extreme make-up including false eyelashes.

e Nail varnish and false nails are not permitted.

e Religious head dress/cover [e.g., hijab] must be plain and black.

e No abayas and/ or nigabs are allowed to be worn.

e Please check with your child’s Head of Year or Pastoral Head of Year if you are unsure.
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e The academy will decide if the personal presentation of points (a) and (b) above are extreme.

e Jewellery is not allowed. Only one pair of stud earrings and one nose stud is acceptable (we
do not accept responsibility for jewellery brought into the academy).

e We ask families to check their child has 100% correct personal appearance before they
leave home each day.

Social Media Updates

Please do make sure you are following us on social media for key updates
about return to school and/ or exciting updates about the building work @
taking place at SPA in the coming weeks and months! L
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